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ABSTRACT
Against the backdrop of escalating employment pressure for college students and the upgraded demand for interdisciplinary 
talents in the globalized context, the integration of foreign language teaching and innovation and entrepreneurship education 
in colleges and universities has become a crucial direction for talent cultivation. National policies on innovation and 
entrepreneurship, together with the development trend of globalization, jointly highlight the importance of foreign language 
proficiency for competition in transnational fields and the practice of innovation and entrepreneurship. By adopting literature 
research and case analysis methods, this paper systematically sorts out the theoretical foundation and functional mechanisms of 
the integration between the two, and proposes specific "language + innovation"-oriented integration strategies and paths from 
four dimensions: innovation in teaching concepts and methods, optimization of curriculum systems, construction of teaching 
teams, and establishment of practical platforms. The research shows that this integration can not only meet the society's 
demand for diversified talents and provide talent support for enterprises' international competition, but also enhance college 
students' comprehensive quality and employability. Furthermore, it provides practical references for the reform of college 
education and teaching, as well as the implementation of the national innovation-driven development strategy.
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1　Introduction

In contemporary society, the employment situation for college students has become increasingly severe, with 
persistent and growing employment pressure. As colleges and universities continue to expand their enrollment scales, 
the number of annual college graduates increases year by year; however, the growth rate of job vacancies in the 
employment market is relatively slow, leading to an increasingly prominent contradiction between supply and demand in 
the talent market. According to relevant statistical data, the number of college graduates has reached new highs in recent 
years, and employment competition has become more intense. Many college students face the dilemma of 
unemployment immediately after graduation, and the difficulty in employment has become a focal issue of widespread 
social concern [1].

In response to this situation, innovation and entrepreneurship education has gradually become an important direction 
in college talent cultivation. Innovation and entrepreneurship education aims to foster students' innovation awareness, 
entrepreneurial spirit, and practical abilities, enabling them to develop innovative thinking and engage in independent 
entrepreneurship in their future careers. This not only alleviates employment pressure but also creates more job 
opportunities for society. The national and local governments have also introduced a series of policies and measures to 
encourage innovation and entrepreneurship, providing a favorable policy environment and support platforms for college 
students' innovation and entrepreneurship [2]. Meanwhile, with the in-depth development of economic globalization, 
international exchanges and cooperation have become increasingly frequent, and the importance of foreign languages as 
essential tools for international communication is self-evident. In the globalized context, enterprises have an increasing 
demand for interdisciplinary talents, requiring them to possess not only solid professional knowledge but also good 
foreign language proficiency to facilitate effective communication and cooperation in the international market. Talents 
with fluent foreign language skills have obvious competitive advantages in fields such as international trade, 
transnational enterprise management, and international cultural exchanges, enabling them to better adapt to the needs 
of global development [3].

Therefore, the organic integration of foreign language teaching and college students' innovation and 
entrepreneurship education holds significant practical significance. Through this integration, interdisciplinary talents with 
both innovation-entrepreneurship capabilities and foreign language skills can be cultivated, meeting the diverse talent 
needs of society and enterprises. This integration also helps enhance college students' comprehensive quality and 
employability, opening up broader prospects for their future development [4]. In the process of innovation and 
entrepreneurship, foreign language proficiency enables college students to better understand international market 
dynamics, acquire international resources, and expand international cooperation channels, thereby increasing the success 
rate of their innovation and entrepreneurship endeavors.
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2　Language Teaching and College Students' Innovation and Entrepreneurship

There is a close inherent connection between language proficiency and innovation and entrepreneurship capabilities. 
Good language proficiency serves as a crucial prerequisite for accessing international market information. In the 
globalized economic environment, the international market contains abundant business opportunities and innovative 
inspirations. Students with fluent foreign language skills can more easily obtain information such as international market 
dynamics, industry trends, and competitor insights, thus providing strong information support for innovation and 
entrepreneurship. They can read cutting-edge international academic literature and industry reports, understand the 
latest market demands and technological development directions in the international arena, and use this information as a 
reference for selecting topics and planning innovation and entrepreneurship projects.

Furthermore, language proficiency facilitates international cooperation and exchanges. Innovation and 
entrepreneurship projects often require communication and collaboration with international teams and partners. Good 
language proficiency helps students establish sound cooperative relationships with international partners, promote 
information sharing and resource integration, and increase the success rate of innovation and entrepreneurship projects 
[5]. When collaborating with international teams to develop new products, fluent foreign language communication skills 
ensure smooth communication in areas such as technology research and development and market promotion, avoiding 
misunderstandings and conflicts caused by language barriers [6].

Foreign language teaching can provide multi-faceted support for innovation and entrepreneurship. It helps cultivate 
students' international thinking, enabling them to consider issues from a global perspective and seize opportunities in 
the international market. In the process of learning a foreign language, students are exposed to the cultures, values, and 
ways of thinking of different countries. This broadens their thinking horizons and cultivates their cross-cultural awareness 
and international thinking abilities [7]. Such international thinking allows students to break through geographical 
limitations in innovation and entrepreneurship, and explore broader markets and development spaces.

In addition, foreign language teaching can promote international cooperation and exchanges, and build international 
cooperation platforms for innovation and entrepreneurship projects. Through foreign language learning, students can 
establish connections with international friends, expand their international network resources, and create opportunities 
for international cooperation in innovation and entrepreneurship projects. They can participate in international academic 
exchange conferences and innovation and entrepreneurship competitions, and cooperate with international teams to 
jointly promote the development of innovation and entrepreneurship projects.

3　 Mechanisms of How Foreign Language Teaching Promotes College Students' Innovation and 
Entrepreneurship

3.1　Cultivating an International Perspective and Innovative Thinking

Foreign language teaching fosters students' global awareness through cultural infiltration: by teaching literature and 
artistic works from foreign-language-speaking countries, it helps students understand the values and consumption logic 
under different cultural backgrounds, thereby broadening their cultural horizons. Relying on the reading of foreign-
language literature, participation in international academic conferences, and exchange programs, it guides students to 
track international industry trends and cutting-edge technologies, and establishes their awareness of connecting with 
global resources [8].

Meanwhile, exposure to foreign innovative concepts during foreign language learning can break the constraints of 
traditional thinking. By drawing on foreign innovation and entrepreneurship cases and combining them with their own 
professional knowledge, students can develop new problem-solving ideas. These ideas can be transformed into 
innovative solutions in international competitions or cross-border entrepreneurship practices, enhancing the 
competitiveness of their projects [9].

3.2　Enhancing Language Proficiency and Cross-Cultural Communication Competence

Foreign language teaching directly strengthens the language application abilities required in entrepreneurial 
scenarios through oral training and written exercises [10]. Fluent foreign language communication ensures accurate 
alignment of needs with international clients, avoiding information deviations in cooperation; standardized written 
expression optimizes the presentation of business plans, increasing their appeal to investors.

The cultivation of cross-cultural communication competence is achieved through cross-cultural comparison teaching 
and international project practice. Students master market rules and cooperation models under different cultures, which 
enables them to formulate adaptive marketing strategies when expanding into international markets and reduce conflicts 
in cross-team collaboration, thereby improving the efficiency of international cooperation.
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3.3　Strengthening Autonomous Learning and Lifelong Learning Abilities

The continuous learning requirement of foreign language study compels students to develop autonomous learning 
habits. By formulating personalized learning plans and self-evaluating learning outcomes, students cultivate the abilities 
of goal planning and problem-solving—and these abilities can be directly transferred to innovation and 
entrepreneurship. They help students independently acquire interdisciplinary knowledge such as marketing and financial 
management, enabling them to quickly respond to new needs in the advancement of projects [11].

At the same time, the focus on the dynamic development of languages in foreign language teaching can strengthen 
students' awareness of lifelong learning. Against the backdrop of rapidly changing markets, entrepreneurs with this 
awareness can promptly track industry trends, update products or adjust strategies, maintain the competitiveness of their 
projects, and provide sustained impetus for long-term entrepreneurial development.

4　 Strategies and Paths for the Integration of Foreign Language Teaching and College Students' 
Innovation and Entrepreneurship

4.1　Innovation in Teaching Concepts and Methods

4.1.1　Establishing an Integrated Teaching Concept

It is necessary to break the traditional orientation of foreign language teaching that "emphasizes language knowledge 
over competence" and integrate innovation awareness and entrepreneurial spirit into teaching objectives [12]. Teachers 
need to change their concepts and guide students to apply foreign language knowledge to solve practical problems 
through the analysis of business English cases; colleges and universities can promote teachers to master innovation and 
entrepreneurship education methods through special training, policy incentives, and expert seminars, and build a 
teaching orientation of "language + innovation".

4.1.2　Adopting Diversified Teaching Methods

Project-Based Learning: With projects such as cross-border e-commerce operations and international event planning 
as carriers, students can improve their foreign language application and entrepreneurial abilities through practices like 
market research and business negotiations [13];

Case Teaching Method: Select transnational entrepreneurship cases to guide students in analyzing innovation points 
and risk points, thereby cultivating their problem-solving abilities;

Group Cooperative Learning: Strengthen students' team communication and cross-cultural collaboration abilities 
through cross-cultural project cooperation.

4.2　Optimization of Curriculum System

4.2.1　Building an Integrated Curriculum System

Interdisciplinary Curriculum Design: Offer courses such as "Business English and Innovation & Entrepreneurship" and 
"Minor Languages + Cross-Border Entrepreneurship Practice" to integrate language knowledge with business skills;

Integration into Professional Courses: Incorporate content such as international business contract translation and 
localization of entrepreneurial promotion materials into translation courses; select articles related to innovation and 
entrepreneurship in reading courses to infiltrate innovative thinking;

Hierarchical Curriculum Structure: Design a three-tier curriculum structure, including the basic level (foreign language 
+ general knowledge of entrepreneurship), professional level (international business and cross-border marketing), and 
practical level (entrepreneurship simulation training and enterprise internships), to meet students' learning needs at 
different stages;

Curriculum Design Principles: Focus on practicality (aligning with market demands), innovation (integrating innovative 
thinking training), and foresight (introducing cutting-edge content such as AI cross-border applications) [14].

4.2.2　Developing Characteristic Teaching Materials and Resources

Teaching Material Compilation: Incorporate real business cases and international business scenario dialogues to 
strengthen the practical orientation;

Resource Expansion: Introduce domestic and foreign online courses on innovation and entrepreneurship, and produce 
teaching videos on topics such as project planning and cross-cultural communication to break the constraints of time and 
space and meet students' personalized learning needs [15].
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4.3　Construction of Teaching Teams

4.3.1　Strengthening Teacher Training and Further Education

Training Content: Cover theories of innovation and entrepreneurship and teaching methods to improve teachers' 
abilities through special courses and academic seminars;

Further Education and Improvement: Support teachers in participating in international exchanges and taking 
temporary positions in enterprises, expand their knowledge fields, and cultivate "foreign language + entrepreneurship" 
dual-competence teachers.

4.3.2　Introducing Industry Experts and Enterprise Mentors

Teaching Participation: Invite senior executives of cross-border e-commerce enterprises and foreign trade lawyers to 
serve as part-time teachers, and offer courses on industry practices;

Practical Guidance: Provide guidance for students' entrepreneurial projects and connect students with resources (e.g., 
internships and financing channels);

University-Enterprise Cooperation Mechanism: Establish a database of part-time teachers, implement a joint guidance 
model of "college teachers + enterprise mentors", and improve the participation of enterprise mentors through incentive 
policies.

4.4　Establishment of Practical Platforms

4.4.1　Construction of On-Campus Practical Platforms

Laboratories and Training Centers: Build cross-border e-commerce simulation laboratories and multilingual 
entrepreneurship training centers to provide simulated practical scenarios [10];

Competitions and Activities: Organize foreign language entrepreneurship competitions and entrepreneurship lectures 
to stimulate students' participation enthusiasm [16];

Utilization of On-Campus Resources: Rely on the library's entrepreneurship resource database and academic lectures 
to provide knowledge support for students.

4.4.2　Expansion of Off-Campus Practical Bases

Cooperative Construction: Sign cooperation agreements with foreign trade enterprises and cross-border e-commerce 
platforms to establish internship bases; collaborate with industry associations to organize innovation and 
entrepreneurship competitions and expand practical channels;

Practical Value: Enable students to gain in-depth understanding of enterprise operation models and market demands, 
accumulate practical experience, and access cutting-edge industry technologies;

Management and Guidance: Formulate practical plan, track students' practical progress through regular visits by 
teachers and feedback from enterprise mentors, and establish an evaluation mechanism to ensure the quality of practical 
training.

5　Closing Remarks

This study deeply explores the importance and necessity of integrating foreign language teaching with college 
students' innovation and entrepreneurship. Against the backdrop of globalization and innovation-driven development in 
today's era, cultivating interdisciplinary talents who possess both solid foreign language proficiency and the spirit of 
innovation and entrepreneurship have become a crucial direction for the reform of higher education. This integration not 
only meets the society's demand for diverse talents and provides strong talent support for enterprises in international 
market competition, but also effectively enhances college students' comprehensive quality and employability, opening 
up broader prospects for their future development.

Through the analysis of the current status of the integration of the two, it is found that although colleges and 
universities have made certain progress in foreign language teaching and college students' innovation and 
entrepreneurship education, there are still many challenges in the integration process. In terms of teaching concepts and 
methods, the traditional foreign language teaching concept focuses on knowledge imparting, with relatively single 
teaching methods, which makes it difficult to stimulate students' innovative thinking and practical abilities; the 
curriculum system is incomplete, lacking targeted interdisciplinary courses, and the proportion of practical courses is 
relatively low; there are difficulties in the construction of the teaching staff—foreign language teachers generally lack the 
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background and experience in innovation and entrepreneurship education, and the structure of the teaching staff is 
unreasonable; students' own factors also restrict the integration of the two, such as weak awareness of innovation and 
entrepreneurship, and insufficient language proficiency and ability to apply professional knowledge [17].

In response to these challenges, this study proposes a series of practical strategies and paths. In terms of innovating 
teaching concepts and methods, it is necessary to establish an integrated teaching concept, integrate innovation and 
entrepreneurship education into the entire process of foreign language teaching, and adopt diversified teaching methods 
such as project-based learning, case teaching, and group cooperative learning to stimulate students' learning interest and 
initiative; in terms of optimizing the curriculum system, it is essential to build an integrated curriculum system, integrate 
foreign language courses with innovation and entrepreneurship courses, and develop characteristic teaching materials 
and teaching resources to meet students' personalized learning needs; in terms of constructing the teaching staff, it is 
important to strengthen teacher training and further education to improve teachers' ability in innovation and 
entrepreneurship education, introduce industry experts and enterprise mentors to enrich the teaching staff, and provide 
more professional guidance for students; in terms of building practical platforms, it is necessary to strengthen the 
construction of on-campus practical platforms, carry out foreign language-related innovation and entrepreneurship 
competitions and activities, expand off-campus practical bases, provide more practical opportunities for students, and 
enhance students' practical abilities and innovative thinking.

This study holds important guiding significance for the reform of college teaching and student development. Colleges 
and universities should attach great importance to the integration of foreign language teaching and college students' 
innovation and entrepreneurship education, actively promote teaching reform, optimize the curriculum system, 
strengthen the construction of the teaching staff, and build practical platforms to provide better educational resources 
and development opportunities for students. Students should also actively participate in innovation and 
entrepreneurship activities, strive to improve their foreign language proficiency and innovation and entrepreneurship 
abilities, and make full preparations for their future career development.
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